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THE LIFE THAT CHANGED THE WORLD | WEEK FOUR

THE MIRACLES OFJESUS Today, we're learning about something even cooler than

imaginary superpowers: Jesus' miracles. And here's the important
part: Jesus never used His power for selfish reasons. He always used

itto help people, heal the hurting, and show love.

What exactly is a miracle?

A miracle is something that happens that breaks the normal rules
of nature. It's something people can't explain or do on their own.

During His time on earth, Jesus did lots of miracles.

Now, that might sound a little fake to us at first. We're used to
seeing superpowers in movies, video games, and comic books. But
Jesus' miracles weren't pretend. They weren't stories made up long
after He lived. These were real events, in real places, with real

people watching them happen.

So why did Jesus do miracles? Was He just showing off to prove

He was God? Well... yes and no.

Jesus' miracles were about something much bigger. They

SU PERPOWERS showed people things that words alone could never explain. You've

probably heard the saying, "Actions speak louder than words.” Jesus'
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Having superpowers would be awesome, right? 8 At first, you'd probably have miracles were like that-but even more powerful. They showed who

fun just figuring out how to use your superpower. And then maybe you'd find some He really s
ways to use them to help people-saving others, fixing problems, doing good
things. But eventually, it'd be tempting to use your powers just to make life easier

foryou... orto getrich... or even to push people around.

How would you rank the top moments in the ministry of Jesus? He
did so many amazing things and taught so many profound truths
that it's impossible to rank them in order by importance. This eight-

week study will work through some of the highlights of Jesus'
ministry, culminating in His death and resurrection.




Here's something interesting: none of the

founders of other major religions did miracles
like Jesus did. Some talked about visions or
special knowledge, but none of them actually
healed people, calmed storms, and raised the
dead like Jesus did! That tells us something
important: Jesus' miracles weren't just extra
stuff, they weren't just a side quest on Jesus'
mission, they were a huge part of what He came
to do.

You can sort Jesus' miracles into three big
categories: 1) Power to heal; 2) Power over
nature; 3) Power to raise the dead. Today,

we'll look at just one miracle from each category.

Jesus' healing miracles showed
His heart and our future

Wherever Jesus went, crowds followed Him.
Why? For lots of reasons, but His healing
miracles were a big part of the draw. Lots of
people were sick, hurting, or disabled. They had
tried every possible solution, but nothing had

worked. That is, until Jesus healed them.

Let's read about one of these moments in
Mark 8:22-26.

This short miracle account is bursting with
meaning. At a basic level, it shows us something
important: Jesus cares deeply about people
who are hurting. He didn't heal people to look
impressive. He healed because He loved them.
He wanted people to stop suffering. He wanted
to be there for desperate people who were
"begging” for help. He wanted broken lives to be
made whole again. That's what's at the very

center of Jesus' heart.

But that's just the first thing we learn from

this miracle. There's even more going on here.

The writer of this Gospel, Mark, placed this
miracle in a special spot on purpose. Mark often
sandwiched an account between two othersin a
way that tied them all together for a deeper

meaning. What does that mean?

Before this miracle, Mark recorded how
people-including Jesus' own disciples-were
confused about who Jesus really was. The
disciples weren't grasping the deeper meaning
of some of the miracles Jesus had done, and so
Jesus asked them, “Don't you understand yet?"
Those were the very last words before what we

just read about Jesus healing the blind man.

After that miracle, Jesus asked His

disciples, “Who do you think | am?" Peter

answered, “You're the Messiah!"-but even then,
Peter didn't fully understand what that meant.
He didn't want to hear about Jesus suffering and

dying. For Peter, that wasn't who Jesus was.

So, here's the connection: Just like the blind
man first saw a little, and then saw clearly, the
disciples were just beginning to understand

Jesus-but they didn't see the whole picture yet.

Okay, but what point was Mark making by
sandwiching these events? What did Mark want
us to "see"? He wanted us to know that Jesus
was doing something way bigger than people
thought.

All the healing miracles of Jesus show us that
one day, He is going to return in full glory and
“renew all things” (Matthew 19:28). What does
that mean? He'll use His incredible power not for
His own benefit, but to restore the world: heal
all diseases, fix all relationships, and renew
everything that's sad, wrong, twisted, and

broken in this world!

So every healing miracle Jesus did was like
a preview of that future day. They show us
something that words cannot describe: the
amazing life and joy we'll all have when Jesus
returns. May Jesus open our eyes more and

more to trust in this really good news!
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Jesus' nature miracles showed
His power over evil.

This brings us to the next kind of
miracle Jesus did: miracles that show His
power over nature. Grab your Bible and turn
to Matthew 8:23-27.

This story shows us Jesus' amazing power.
He speaks-and the wind and waves stop. Just

like that. Even a wild storm listens to Him!

Turning water into wine, walking on water,
multiplying food, or suddenly appearing and
disappearing weren't Jesus showing off. They
showed something much bigger: Jesus is in

control of everything, everywhere.

To really understand how shocking this wind
and waves miracle was, we need to know how
people back then thought about storms. In
Jesus' time, the sea was often seen as a place of
danger and evil. Almost everyone who lived near
the Sea of Galilee knew someone who had been
hurt or killed in a storm on the water. Even today,
strong storms appear there without any warning,
because the hills push the wind down onto the

lake. Even expert sailors can get into trouble fast!

So when the wind and waves obeyed Jesus,
this wasn't just power over weather-it showed

that even chaos and evil must listen to Jesus.

When we put these nature miracles together
with Jesus' healing miracles, we learn
something incredible: when Jesus retumns, He
isn't just going to heal people, He's going to
stop evil for good and fix all the damage it's
caused. On that day the world will be how God

always meant it to be! Can you imagine a world

like that? )

&

She wasn't just sad-
she was completely
helpless. Jesus saw

her. His heart was

WHAT'S THE WORST STORM YOU'VE EVER BEEN IN?
HAS ANYONE EVER SEEN OR EXPERIENCED
SOMETHING THEY BELIEVE WAS A MIRACLE?

Jesus raising the dead showed
that nothing can stop His love.

In our world today, doctors can do some
amazing things. They can help people see again
and heal serious sicknesses. Scientists can even
do things that look kind of miraculous-like

turning grapes into wine through chemistry.

But let's be honest: if someone walks up to a
person who has been dead for several
days and brings them back to life-that is a real

miracle. That breaks the normal rules of nature.

When Jesus raised people from the dead, it
brought together everything we've
learned about His miracles. He did it because
He deeply cared about people who were hurting.
He did it to show that evil and death would not
win. And He did it to point to the day when He

will make everything right again.

Let's read about one of these miracles
in Luke 7:11-15.

This woman had lost everything. She was a
widow, which meant her hushand had already
died. Now her only son had died too. In those
days, her son was also her only way to survive.
Without him, she would likely have no home, no

money, and no help.

moved with
compassion. Everyone
else thought nothing
could be done. But
Jesus could do something-and He did. He told
the young man to get up, and the boy came back

to life.

That moment showed something
incredible: nothing, not even death, is a match

for Jesus.

This changes everything for us. When
someone we love dies, it hurts deeply-and it
feels like it's the end of the story. But because of
how Jesus raised people from the dead, we
know death is not the end of the story. Jesus is
stronger than death itself. One day, when Jesus
returns, everyone who trusts in Him will be
raised to life, just like that widow's son. That will
be an amazing day. Nothing will be able to stop

Jesus' love from making everything new.

So, when we look at all of Jesus' miracles
together, they teach us three big things:

1. Who Jesus is - God Himself and the
Lord of all creation

2. How much He loves us - He helped
hurting people and defeated sin, evil, and death
forus

3. What He will do one day - Restore the
world to how God always meant it to be: no
more sickness, pain, sadness, or death
(Revelation 21:4)

That's the kind of Savior Jesus is-and that's

why His miracles matter.
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THE ULTIMATE HOPE JESUS GIVES

Do miracles still happen today? Yes! Like in June 1981 when a woman's
fifteen-year battle with multiple sclerosis (diagnosed at Mayo Clinic) left
her arms, hands, legs, and feet curled up from atrophy, and she was being
kept alive with breathing and feeding tubes. Her friend asked a local
Christian radio station to pray for her. As this friend sat at her bedside
reading aloud the hundreds of prayers sent in, the woman heard a voice tell
her, "Get up my child and walk," so she did. Right there. Leg muscles
restored and all. Her family couldn't believe it. Her doctors couldn't believe

it. But for over forty years, Barbara Snyder's lived a normal, healthy life!

Or like in January 2015 when a 14-year-old boy spent 15 minutes
submerged in an icy lake and then received 27 minutes of CPR with no
signs of life until his mom shouted a prayer and his heart started beating
again. It hadn't thumped for over 40 minutes! A few years after this, John

Smith completed his college training to become a pastor!

There are all kinds of true stories of miracles, complete with proof from
eyewitnesses, medical records, and sometimes even audio and video
recordings! Stories like these remind us that God is still at work, and it's
always a good idea to ask Him for help and healing. But this brings up an

important question: Why doesn't God always give a miracle when we ask?

Some Christians tell you that if you just have enough faith, or if you
"name it and claim it in Jesus' name” then you'll get the miracle you want. It
sounds nice, but in a twisted way, it puts the blame on you for not getting a

miracle-not cool!

The truth is, when prayers aren't answered the way we hope, it doesn't
mean God doesn't care or that someone's faith isn't impressive enough.
Even when Jesus was on earth, He didn't heal every sick person on the
planet. But each miracle He did was a glimpse into God's love and pointed

to something really big.

That's why Jesus talked about the greatest miracle of all. In Luke 10:20,
Jesus actually rebuked His disciples because they got all hyped-up after they
drove out some demons in Jesus' name. Jesus said they had something
better to celebrate than powerful miracles: they should rejoice that

their names were written in heaven.

What does that mean? It means that Jesus' biggest miracle wasn't a
healing or a demonstration of amazing power-it was when Jesus died on
the cross for our sins and came back to life. Think about that. His biggest
miracle was when He didn't do one-when He let people put nails through
His body and He decided to stay on the cross and die. Because of what Jesus
did, we are forgiven, loved, and have an eternal life with God—our names are

written in heaven!

So even when we don't get the miracle we want right now, we can still
trust God. We can know beyond a shadow of a doubt that He loves us
because Jesus laid down His life for us. And one day, when He fixes
everything that's broken in this world, you'll find your name on the guest list

for that wonderful party.

That's a miracle greater than anything else. Thank you, Jesus!

TODAY'S MAIN TAKEAWAY: THE MIRACLES OF JESUS

SHOW US HOW MUCH HE CARES FOR PEOPLE IN NEED.
THEY'RE A PREVIEW OF WHAT HE'S GOING TO DO WHEN
HE RETURNS. WHILE JESUS STILL ANSWERS PRAYERS FOR

“" MIRACLES TODAY, OUR HOPE AND JOY COME FROM HIS
DEATH AND RESURRECTION.
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